Overview & Product Description

The Up-Flo® Filter is a modular high-rate stormwater filtration device designed to capture trash, oil,
sediment and remove fine pollutants such as dissolved and particulate metals and nutrients from
stormwater runoff. In general, a minimum of two inspections are required per year to monitor sediment
and gross pollutant accumulations.

In order to sustain expected flow and removal rates for the Up-Flo® Filter, annual replacement of the
Media Pack and removal of accumulated sediment from the sump is required. Depending on site use and
pollutant characteristics, annual rainfall, design and functionality of the stormdrain conveyance system,
annual replacement and clean out may be more or less often.
The Up-Flo Filter has modular components that connect
together to form a ring of 1-6 Filter Modules or linearly to fit
into rectangular precast structures with filter bays. Each
filter bay can house 1-19 Filter Modules and precast
structures can be constructed with multiple filter bays. Each
Filter Module will have either a filtration Media Pack or
filtration Ribbons.

It does not matter what type of media is used, the Filter Modules house the filtration medium and the
precast structure is used to suspend the Filter Modules to provide a sedimentation sump. Stainless steel
support frames are used to support the Filter Modules and attach them to the precast structure. An
Outlet Module (with hood) is used to connect the Filter Modules to a discharge pipe and convey filtered
water away from the treatment area. A Draindown Filter and screen are provided when filtration media
is used but not with filtration Ribbons.

Up-Flo with Filtration Media

Up-Flo with Filtration Ribbons

Maintenance activities can be categorized by those that can be performed from outside the Up-Flo ® vessel
and those that are performed inside the vessel. Maintenance performed from outside the vessel includes
removal of floatables and oils that have accumulated on the water surface and removal of sediment from
the sump. Maintenance performed inside the vessel includes removal and replacement of Media Packs
(Filter Bags, flow Distribution Media and Draindown) or filtration Ribbons. A vactor truck is required for
removal of oils, water, sediment, and to enter the vessel for performing inside maintenance. OSHA
Confined Space Entry procedures need to be followed when entering the Up-Flo ® vessel.

Inspection

The frequency of inspection and maintenance can be determined in the field after installation. Based on
site characteristics such as contributing area, types of surfaces (e.g., paved and/or landscaped), site
activities (e.g., short-term or long-term parking), and site maintenance (e.g., sanding and sweeping),
inspection and maintenance should be conducted at intervals of no more than six months during the
first year of operation. Typically, maintenance is recommended once per year thereafter.

By removing the manhole cover during a storm and monitoring the water level in the manhole or vault,
site personnel can determine whether the filter is in bypass. A properly-sized filter that is in bypass during
a storm that is producing runoff at, or below, the filter’s design filtration rate needs maintenance.
Otherwise, scheduled inspections will determine when one or more of the following maintenance
thresholds have been reached:












Sediment depth at sump storage capacity. Minimum 8” should separate the Draindown filter inlet
from stored sediment in the sump or 6” should separate the bottom of the filtration Ribbons and
sump floor. A simple probe, such as the Sludge-Judge®, can be used to determine the depth of
the solids in the sump.
Clogging of the Media Bags. Minimum filtration rate is generally reached when the Media Bags
have accumulated approximately 20 lbs of sediment or when filtration Ribbons from one module
have accumulated approximately 8 lbs. Determining the amount of accumulated sediment will
be accomplished by removing both of the Media Bags from one of the Media Packs and weighing
the bags separately or removing the filter Ribbon assembly as weighing. A spent Media Bag
weighs approximately 50 lbs wet and a filter Ribbon assembly from one module weighs
approximately 15 lbs spent .

Draindown filter clogged. With modules supplied with filtration media, the Drain Down Filter is
designed to lower the water level in the Up-Flo® vessel to an elevation below the bottom of the
Filter Modules between storm events. If inspection one to two days after a storm event indicates
otherwise, the Drain Down Filter has likely become clogged with sediment.
Slime and debris covering the flow distribution media, angled screens or filtration Ribbons. After
removal of the Media Bags or filtration Ribbons, the bottom flow distribution media should be
removed and inspected to determine if it is coated with slime or debris. Similarly, the angled
screen should be inspected for blockages and ragging.

Oil forming a measureable thickness on the surface of the water. Since water in the Up-Flo ® vessel
drains down to an elevation below the bottom of the Filter Modules when the system is idle, the
amount of accumulated oils must be minimized so that oils are not entrained into the Media Pack
when stormwater begins to fill the vessel at the start of a storm event.
Floatables completely covering the surface of the water. Similar to oils, the amount of
accumulated floatables must be minimized to prevent trash and loose debris from becoming
trapped on the angled screens when stormwater begins to fill the Up-Flo ® vessel at the start of a
storm event.

The site-specific solids loading rate in the sump and in the Media Packs will be determined during the first
year of Up-Flo® Filter operation. Starting with a clean sump, the solids loading rate in the sump will be
calculated by measuring the sediment depth in the sump and dividing the depth by the correlating interval
of time since it was cleaned. Similarly, starting with fresh Media Bags or Ribbons, the solids loading rate
in the Media Packs and Ribbons will be calculated by weighing the Media Bags or Ribbons and dividing the
weights by the respective time interval since they were installed. The wet weight of the heaviest bag or
Ribbon assembly from a single module will be used to determine the loading rate.
After completion of the first year of operation, the inspection and maintenance intervals for cleaning the
sump and replacing Media Bags or Ribbons will be established to keep the solids loading within the
respective limits of the sump and filter medium. Replacement of the Draindown Filter, replacement of
flow Distribution Media, and removal of oils and floatables will occur at the same frequency unless the
first year of operation indicates otherwise. Keeping to the established maintenance intervals will keep
treatment flow rates at, or above, the design flow rate.

Maintenance

The access port located at the top of the manhole or vault provides access to the Up-Flo ® vessel for
maintenance personnel to enter the vessel and comfortably remove and replace Media Packs or Ribbon
assemblies. The same access would be used for maintenance personnel working from the surface to net
or skim debris and floatables or to vactor out sediment, oil, and water. Unless the Up-Flo ® Filter has been
installed in a very shallow unit, it is necessary to have personnel with OSHA-confined space entry
performing the maintenance that occurs inside the vessel.
Maintenance activities include inspection, floatables removal, oil removal, sediment removal, Media Pack
and Ribbon assembly replacement, and Draindown Filter replacement. Filtration medium housed in the
Filter Modules is easily accessed by loosening three latches used to secure the Filter Module Lid.
Maintenance intervals are determined from monitoring the Up-Flo ® Filter during its first year of operation.
Depending on the site, some maintenance activities may have to be performed on a more frequent basis
than others. In the case of floatables removal, a vactor truck is not required. Otherwise, a vactor truck is
normally required for oil removal, removal of sediment from the sump, and to dewater the vessel for
replacement of the Media Packs and Draindown Filter. All inspection and maintenance activities would
be recorded in an Inspection and Maintenance Log.

Good housekeeping practices upstream of the Up-Flo® Filter can significantly extend Media Bag life. For
example, sweeping paved surfaces, collecting leaves and grass trimmings, and protecting bare ground
from the elements will reduce loading to the system. Media Packs should not be installed in the Filter
Modules until construction activities are complete and site stabilization is effective.

Up-Flo Filter Inspection & Maintenance Logs

