Tier B Stormwater Guidance

Storm Drain Inlet Labeling

WHAT IS REQUIRED?
Minimum Standard

Tier B Municipalities shall establish a storm drain inlet labeling program and label all storm drain
inlets that are along municipal streets with sidewalks, and all storm drain inlets within plazas, parking
areas, or maintenance yards that are
operated by the municipality. The
program shall establish a schedule for
labeling, develop a long term
maintenance plan, and when possible,
coordinate efforts with watershed
groups and volunteer organizations.

Measurable Goal Examples of appropriate storm drain inlet labels
Tier B Municipalities shall certify

annually that a storm drain inlet labeling program has been developed or is being implemented, and
shall identify the number of storm drain inlets labeled within the year.

Implementation Schedule
Within 12 months from the effective date of permit authorization, Tier B Municipalities shall
develop a labeling program for the storm drain inlets identified in the minimum standard. Tier B
Municipalities must either:
e Tabel a minimum of 50% of the storm drain inlets within 36 months from the EDPA; and
label all remaining storm drain inlets on or before 60 months from EDPA; or

¢ Divide the municipality into two sectors for the purposes of storm drain inlet labeling.
Prepare a map of the two sectors. Label the storm drain inlets in one sector within 36

months from the EDPA; and label all remaining storm drain inlets on or before 60 months
from EDPA.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

The storm drain inlet-labeling program, generally undertaken by local volunteer groups in
cooperation with the municipality, involves labeling storm drain inlets with a cautionary message
about dumping pollutants. The Tier B Municipality is responsible for placing a label with such a
message on or adjacent to all of the storm drain inlets that are along municipally operated streets
with sidewalks, and all storm drains within plazas, parking areas, or maintenance yards that are
operated by the municipality. The message may be a short phrase such as “The Drain is Just for
Rain,” “Drains to [Local Waterbody],” “No Dumping. Drains to River,” “You Dump it, You Drink
it. No Waste Here.” or it may be a graphic such as a fish. However, although a stand-alone graphic is
permissible, the Department strongly recommends that a short phrase accompany the graphic.
These labels serve as a reminder to individuals that the storm sewer system connects to local surface
and/or ground water bodies and that pollutants that enter via this pathway will ultimately end up in
those water bodies.

33


http://www.state.nj.us/dep/watershedmgt

Tier B Stormwater Guidance

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

Citizens may not be aware that water in storm sewers is not treated at sewage treatment plants
before it reaches its ultimate destination. Additionally, some individuals view storm sewers as trash
receptacles for general trash, used oil from their automobiles, paint from home-improvement
projects, leftover herbicides, and various other pollutants. The storm drain inlet-labeling program
provides an opportunity to educate the public about the connection between storm sewers and local
water bodies

A key factor in the success of this program is visibility. Publicity can play a major role in bringing the
issue of nonpoint source pollution into light by announcing and covering the labeling event.
Another effective device is to place door hangers in targeted neighborhoods announcing the event
and explaining its objectives.

Public participation, through volunteer groups such as environmental organizations, or school
groups, are beneficial to the program and shall be used when possible. However, since storm drains
are municipal property, an alternative could be for the municipality to perform the labeling work,
although, this lacks the public participation element which lends itself to education. Another option
is to have the work overseen by the municipality but carried out by volunteers to ensure adherence
to permit and safety requirements.

Most people, when informed that the storm sewer discharges to the surface or ground water, will
not use the storm sewer as a trash can. Education, especially of young children, continues to pay
benefits into the future. The storm drain inlet label stimulates interest in the subject matter of
stormwater quality and nonpoint pollution control. Once there is that interest, the rest of the
message is easier to convey. Surveys continue to show that the environment, and especially water
quality, is a top concern of New Jersey residents. The storm drain inlet-labeling program addresses
those residents’ concerns, shows an effort to improve water quality, and starts the education process
that will last a lifetime. For more information on how to plan and implement a Storm Drain Inlet
labeling program, go to the Department’s website (Division of Watershed Management) at

www.state.nj.us/dep/watershedmgt. The Division of Watershed Management has produced a

manual that will assist you in planning your storm drain inlet-labeling program.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Since storm drain inlet labeling is an effective educational tool, and due to the relatively low cost
involved, it is recommended that all municipally operated storm drain inlets be labeled. In addition,
it is further recommended to expand the labeling program to include storm drain inlets in private
residential and commercial areas. Ideal private commercial locations for expanded storm drain inlet
labeling are areas with significant pedestrian traffic, strip malls, and shopping centers with fast food
restaurants and/or auto parts stores.
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